[Tau protein and beta protein].
The main pathological features of Alzheimer's disease are Alzheimer neurofibrillary tangles and senile plaques. Recent biochemical research revealed that tangles are composed of tau protein and ubiquitin and amyloid in senile plaques is composed of beta protein which is a fragment of the membrane receptor protein. Although fraction, other data suggest that whole molecules become abnormal and aggregate into PHF. On the other hand, beta protein is a small cleavage product of the precursor protein. It is not concluded yet whether abnormal precursor proteins exist or not. Recent research in this field is reviewed.